Advanced Higher Modern Languages Discursive Writing - French Session 2019/2020

Write an essay in French, of about 250—-300 words discussing one of the
following statements.

3. Society

Les pays riches sont responsables des plus grands problemes de
'environnement.

4. Learning
Etudier a I'étranger transforme profondément une personne.

5. Employability
Le volontariat peut apporter beaucoup a une personne.

6. Culture
Aller au cinéma ou voir un film en ligne donne le méme plaisir.
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Candidate 1 French

4. Learning
Etudier a I'étranger transforme profondément une personne.
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Candidate 2 French

3. Society
Les pays riches sont responsables des plus grands problemes de
I'environnement.
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Candidate 3 French

4. Learning
Etudier a I'étranger transforme profondément une personne.
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Candidate 4 French

4. Learning
Etudier a I'étranger transforme profondément une personne.
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Candidate 5 French

4. Learning
Etudier a I'étranger transforme profondément une personne.
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Commentary on candidate
evidence

Candidate 1 French

The candidate was awarded 40 marks.

Content

The candidate writes in a well-organised and structured way, using content which
throughout remains relevant to the title. She addresses the stimulus fully,
presenting different arguments and drawing a clear conclusion. Overall, it is a
comprehensive and well thought-out response in which the language flows well.

Accuracy

The candidate demonstrates a very good level of accuracy corresponding to the
level and uses accurately a range of verbs and tenses (present indicative and
subjunctive, conditional, perfect) appropriate to the topic. There are some errors
(ils pouvaient, entourer, voire, un dimpléme, tolerant) but these do not detract
from the overall impression. The candidate demonstrates confident handling of all
aspects of grammar and spelling.

Language resource

The candidate uses mostly complex and sophisticated language throughout and

uses a wide range of structures and vocabulary appropriate to Advanced Higher,
as well as a comprehensive range of verbs, verb forms and tenses (see above).

She makes very good use of co-ordinating conjunctions and subordinate clauses
throughout the writing (d’abord, il est évident que, du coup, bien que cela soit...,

par exemple, autrement, sans doute, tout en obtenant). The language flows well

and ideas and opinions are expressed effectively.
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Candidate 2 French

The candidate was awarded 40 marks.

Content

The candidate writes in a well-organised and structured way and uses content
which is entirely relevant to the title. He addresses the stimulus fully and in a
balanced way, presenting different arguments and drawing a clear conclusion.
Overall, this comes across as a comprehensive, competent and well thought-out
response to the task in which the language flows well.

Accuracy

The candidate demonstrates a very good level of accuracy corresponding to the
level and although the verbs are mostly in the present tense, both indicative and
subjunctive, with extensive (and accurate) use of the present participle and
occasional instances of the perfect tense, this is entirely appropriate to the task.
There are some, mostly minor errors (la principle cause du pollution, les déchets
chimique, beaucoup des problémes) but these do not detract from the overall
very good impression. The candidate demonstrates confident handling of all
aspects of grammar and spelling.

Language resource

The candidate uses mostly complex and sophisticated language throughout and
uses a wide range of structures and vocabulary appropriate to Advanced Higher.
He makes very good use of co-ordinating conjunctions, subordinate clauses and
prepositional phrases throughout the writing (de nos jours, tout d’abord, de plus
en plus, le revers de la médaille, I'eau peut étre gravement endommagée, en
guise de conclusion, d’'un cbté, en train de, on doit vraiment faire un effort, pour
que notre planéte devienne). The language flows well and ideas and opinions are
expressed effectively, culminating in a clear conclusion.
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Candidate 3 French
The candidate was awarded 40 marks.

Content

The candidate writes in a well-organised and structured way and uses content
that is entirely relevant to the title. She addresses the stimulus fully and in a
balanced way, presenting different arguments and drawing a clear conclusion.
Overall, this comes across as a comprehensive, competent and well thought-out
response to the task in which the language flows well and reads naturally.

Accuracy

The candidate demonstrates a very good level of grammatical accuracy
corresponding to the level and although the verbs are mostly in the present
tense, both indicative and subjunctive, with one use of the perfect and conditional
tenses, this is entirely appropriate to the task. There are a few minor errors
(choissent, peut pose, une réve) but these do not detract from the overall very
good impression. The candidate demonstrates confident and very accurate
handling of all aspects of grammar and spelling.

Language resource

The candidate uses complex and sophisticated language throughout and uses a
wide range of structures and vocabulary appropriate to Advanced Higher. The
candidate makes very good use of co-ordinating conjunctions, subordinate
clauses and prepositional phrases throughout the writing for example (de nos
Jours, tout d’abord il est bien connu que, en plus, cependant, jusqu’a ce qu’ils
arrivent, une raison pour laquelle, par ailleurs, par contre, bref, méme si, pour
conclure, tout bien considéré, malgré), adding to the impression of writing in
which the language flows well and ideas and opinions are expressed effectively,
culminating in a clear conclusion.
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Candidate 4 French

The candidate was awarded 24 marks.

Content

The candidate writes with some sense of structure and uses content which is
mostly relevant to the title. She does attempt to present different ideas,
arguments and viewpoints and does draw a conclusion. Overall the content is
mostly clear and, in terms of the ideas presented, this is a competent, if uneven,
response

Accuracy

The candidate demonstrates an adequate degree of grammatical accuracy
corresponding to the level. Verbs are mostly accurate and although the writing is
mainly in the present tense, with one instance of the future and one of the
conditional, this is appropriate to the task. Unfortunately there are a number of
serious errors (est-ce que d’etudier, un personne, ce question, cela on permet,
son connaissances, son horizons, cettes connaissances, toute coins, cela peut
dit, dans un echelle personelle, dangerous) which may have been caused by the
candidate being somewhat too ambitious and which do detract from the overall
impression.

Language resource

The candidate does attempt to use complex and sophisticated language and
attempts to use a range of vocabulary and structures appropriate to Advanced
Higher. There are some co-ordinating conjunctions and discourse markers and
some use of subordinate clauses (fout d’abord il faut dire que, cependant,
deuxiémement, en plus, en conclusion, il me semble que..., enfin) which
compensate for the many errors.
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Candidate 5 French

The candidate was awarded 20 marks.

Content

The candidate writes with some sense of structure and uses content which is
mostly relevant to the title. She does attempt to address the title and to present
some arguments. The candidate does attempt to draw a conclusion but overall,
although the content is clear and does present some ideas it is somewhat
repetitive.

Accuracy

The candidate demonstrates an adequate degree of grammatical accuracy
corresponding to the level. Verbs are mostly correct and there is an attempt to
introduce a range of tenses (present indicative,conditional, perfect). There are,
however, a number of errors (que apporte, un nouveau horizon, que transforme,
il permette, une experience que changaient, certaines) which do detract from the
overall impression. Despite this there is more correct language than incorrect.

Language resource

The candidate does attempt to use complex and sophisticated language and
attempts to use a range of vocabulary and structures appropriate to Advanced
Higher. There are some co-ordinating conjunctions and phrases (un sujet don’t il
est souvent question, en revanche, il faut conclure) but there is also a lot of
repetition of the content of the title and the language resource could certainly
have been further developed.
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