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Commentary on candidate 
evidence  
The candidate evidence contained in this pack has achieved the following marks 
for the coursework assessment task.  

Candidate 1 

The candidate was awarded 30 marks. 

Content 

The candidate has chosen a concise title, which makes clear the focus of the 

analysis. The main source is a film that clearly supports analysis, and the essay 

could be designated as a media portfolio, although the candidate has stated that 

it is literature, presumably having read the screenplay. She takes an analytical 

approach throughout and offers a series of reasoned and relevant arguments. 

She demonstrates throughout a very good understanding of the focus of the 

study. 

Style 

The candidate presents detailed evidence from sources to support the analysis 

and the conclusion drawn. She includes a number of relevant quotations which, 

for the most part are appropriate, although one or two may not have a clear 

connection to the argument. There is a range of critical terminology – we can 

deduce; Lucien, like a child…; underlining the role…; Lucien’s naivety is 

emphasised; this is highlighted…. The candidate maintains an appropriate 

register, although there is one instance of the first person singular being used. 

Organisation  

The candidate writes in a well-organised and structured way, with quotations 

highlighted in bold to make it easier for the reader to grasp the point being made. 

The writing is coherent, although there are one or two instances of confusion 

relating to the identity of characters, and the work is entirely relevant to the focus 

of the analysis as described in the title. The candidate presents and evaluates a 

series of arguments and draws a conclusion that relates directly to the title. 
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Candidate 2 

The candidate was awarded 15 marks. 

Content 

The candidate has chosen a title that is somewhat wordy, over ambitious and not 

entirely clear. The initial statement makes an assumption which has to be 

justified and combining the first question ‘What makes us human?’ with the 

second ‘To what extent….?’ is setting the candidate a very difficult task. 

Ironically, given the complexity of the title, the piece of writing actually falls below 

the minimum recommended length. The sources chosen do support analysis and 

the candidate does demonstrate some understanding of the focus of the study 

but the arguments presented are not fully developed and at times, the link 

between the evidence chosen and the conclusion drawn is not immediately 

obvious. Given that, the candidate refers to two separate works in the title it is 

unfortunate that the poem is only mentioned in two very short paragraphs with 

quotations which do not support any of the assertions made. 

Style 

The candidate does present some evidence from the sources but, as already 

stated, it is not always appropriate. There are a number of quotations but they 

lack relevance to the arguments which the candidate is attempting to present. 

The candidate maintains an appropriate register, with the exception of ‘He does 

not seem fazed’. The candidate uses some critical terminology – this also 

highlights; this message is also portrayed; this also emphasises; this suggests 

that…. but, given that this is a media essay, some reference to, for example, 

cinematography, editing or lighting would have been beneficial. 

Organisation  

The work does have some sense of structure, although the insertion of a 

paragraph about the poem between two paragraphs on the treasure hunt scene 

is awkward. The candidate does attempt to make a link between the final 

conclusion and the title without actually answering the question ‘To what extent is 

this question central to our understanding of the works? The writing is largely 

coherent, although the link between the two sources is asserted but not 

demonstrated. The candidate does attempt to present arguments but not always 

successfully, for example paragraphs 2, 3 and 7.  
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