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Candidate 2 French
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Candidate 3 French
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Candidate 4 French
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Candidate 5 French
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Commentary on candidate
evidence

Candidate 1 French

The candidate was awarded 5 marks.

The candidate has provided a clear response to the question. There is an initial
statement which attempts to outline the writer’s overall purpose in showing the
experience of immigrants in France but this does not mention that the author’s
aim is to show the difficulties faced by immigrants and how these difficulties can
be overcome. The candidate mentions various techniques used by the author —
the use of evidence from a study, the use of statistics, the introduction of positive
language and the real-life example of Ouaissi. She also recognises the positive
conclusion of the article and the use and purpose of a quote from a specialist in
immigration. The candidate does make an attempt at analysing the article, using
terms such as ‘...suggests that’, ‘formal tone’, ‘...shows that...’, the author
features’, ‘a tone of hope’. At the same time, there is no mention of the historical
perspective nor how attitudes have changed and the response, while making a
series of points, would have been improved by the inclusion of more critical
terminology and a concluding statement.
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Candidate 2 French

The candidate was awarded 5 marks.

The candidate has provided a clear response to the question, including an initial
statement as to the writer’'s purpose. However, this statement makes no
reference to the difficulties faced by immigrants or how the situation has changed
over time. The candidate quotes extensively from the text and does attempt to
explain why various items of vocabulary are used. She also recognises the use of
statistics, the example of Ouaissi and the professional opinion of Dr Weil but
does not attempt to analyse why these examples have been included. She does
mention that progress has been made to integrate immigrants but there is no
mention of the optimistic conclusion of the article. The candidate does make an
attempt at analysis, but the critical terminology is limited to ...is used to show’,
‘...shows the reader’, ‘this phrase illustrates’. The candidate has made a series of
points that are entirely appropriate, but more inferences could have been drawn.
The response could have been more structured and would have benefited from a
concluding statement.
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Candidate 3 French
The candidate was awarded 7 marks.

The candidate has produced a very full response which is clear and reflective.
The inferences drawn are entirely appropriate and analytical and demonstrate a
sophisticated and accurate reading of the text. The response is well-structured
with a clear initial statement and a concluding paragraph which provides a clear
summary of the response. The candidate has mentioned the various techniques
used by the author of the article — the use of statistics, the quotes from ‘respected
academics’, the attempt to give a balanced view of the positive and negative
aspects of, and attitudes to, immigration, the use of ‘strong language’, and even
the use of punctuation to emphasise his point of view. The candidate has used a
series of phrases to indicate a critical approach — ‘indicating that’, ‘the writer's
informative stance’, ‘independent statistics illustrate’, ‘the use of these quotes
shows’, ‘giving the reader a more balanced view’, ‘trying to persuade the reader’,
‘suggests that’. The candidate’s response clearly relates to the expected
answers.
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Candidate 4 French

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate has produced a response which contains some evidence of an
attempt to use inferencing skills and which does recognise that the author of the
article has included both the positive and negative aspects of immigration. He
does make an initial statement but unfortunately the mistranslation of the title and
the inaccurate interpretation which follows set the tone for the misreading which
follows. The candidate does mention the use of statistics and the contribution
made by Dr Weil but does not attempt to analyse why these are included in the
article. There is no mention of the techniques used by the author such as
language or tone and the critical terminology is limited to a repetition of ‘....shows
that’. The candidate has attempted to draw a conclusion but this merely serves to
underline his misreading of the text.
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Candidate 5 French
The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

The candidate has produced a very limited response which does, however,
recognise the author’s purpose in writing the article by mentioning the situation of
immigrants in France both in the present and in the past. She does mention the
use of statistics but simply repeats them from the article and fails to analyse why
these statistics have been included. There is no further attempt to mention the
techniques used by the author and no further evidence to support the initial
statement.
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