
Write an essay in Spanish, of about 250–300 words discussing one of the 
following statements. 

3. Society
El término ‘familia tradicional’ ya no cubre adecuadamente lo que la mayoría de
la gente considera familia.

4. Learning
Ya no merece la pena dedicar tiempo y dinero a una carrera universitaria porque
no hay suficientes trabajos para los licenciados.

5. Employability
Muchos jóvenes se preocupan por su futuro laboral y deciden trasladarse a otros
países en busca de trabajo.

6. Culture

La diversidad cultural va de la mano de una sociedad tolerante e igualitaria.
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Candidate 1 Spanish 

6. Culture

La diversidad cultural va de la mano de una sociedad tolerante e igualitaria.
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Candidate 2 Spanish 

3. Society
El término ‘familia tradicional’ ya no cubre adecuadamente lo que la mayoría de
la gente considera familia.
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Candidate 3 Spanish 

3. Society
El término ‘familia tradicional’ ya no cubre adecuadamente lo que la mayoría de
la gente considera familia.
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Candidate 4 Spanish 

6. Culture

La diversidad cultural va de la mano de una sociedad tolerante e igualitaria.
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Candidate 5 Spanish 

3. Society
El término ‘familia tradicional’ ya no cubre adecuadamente lo que la mayoría de
la gente considera familia.
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Commentary on candidate 
evidence  

Candidate 1 Spanish 

The candidate was awarded 36 marks. 

Content 
The candidate writes in a well-organised and structured way, using content which 

is relevant to the stimulus and addresses the statement fully. He does present 

different arguments and viewpoints and draws a conclusion. Overall this comes 

over as a competent and well thought-out response. 

Accuracy 
The candidate generally demonstrates a very good level of grammatical accuracy 

but there are a number of errors (partidos derechos, están peligrosos, no están 

tolerante, como consequencia, en cuento a, Europea, hacia lo, 

unfortunadamante, la diversidad cultura) and some inconsistencies in the use of 

the subjunctive, which do detract occasionally from the overall very good 

impression. 

Language resource 
The candidate mostly uses complex and sophisticated language and a wide 

range of structures and vocabulary appropriate to Advanced Higher (la diversidad 

cultural abre la mente, mostrar ambos lados del debate, es una lástima, opino de 

manera distinta). There is a wide range of verbs and tenses (present indicative 

and subjunctive, conditional, perfect and imperfect). The candidate makes very 

good use of co-ordinating conjunctions and discourse markers (hoy en día, 

además, en primer lugar, por otro lado, para resumir, que yo sepa, sin embargo, 

finalmente). Ideas and opinions are expressed effectively.  
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Candidate 2 Spanish 

The candidate was awarded 40 marks. 

Content 
The candidate writes in a well-organised and structured way, using content which 

throughout is relevant to the title. She addresses the stimulus fully, presents 

different arguments and viewpoints and draws a conclusion. Overall, this is a 

comprehensive and well thought-out response in which the language flows well. 

Accuracy 
The candidate demonstrates a very good level of accuracy corresponding to the 

level and uses accurately a comprehensive range of verbs and tenses (present, 

present continuous, future, perfect, imperfect and preterite). There are some 

errors (han sido muchos cambios, fue legalizo, nivel del conflicto, aunque…está 

cambiando, la ceremonia..caro, se apoyan) but these do not detract from the 

overall impression. The candidate demonstrates confident handling of all aspects 

of grammar and spelling. 

Language resource 
The candidate uses mostly complex and sophisticated language throughout and 

uses a wide range of structures and vocabulary appropriate to Advanced Higher, 

as well as a comprehensive range of verbs, verb forms and tenses (see above). 

She makes very good use of co-ordinating conjunctions and subordinate clauses 

throughout the writing (sin duda alguna, sin embargo, hoy en día, por lo tanto, 

dicho eso, hay que tener en cuenta que, para concluir, ya no). The language 

flows well and ideas and opinions are expressed effectively. 
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Candidate 3 Spanish 

The candidate was awarded 40 marks. 

Content 
The candidate writes in a well-organised and structured way. She uses content 

which is relevant throughout, addressing the stimulus fully. The candidate 

presents different arguments and viewpoints and draws a conclusion. Overall this 

is a comprehensive and well thought-out response in which the language flows 

well. 

Accuracy 
The candidate demonstrates a high degree of grammatical accuracy 

corresponding to the level, although there are some errors which do not detract 

from the overall impression (el frase, reconstituida, consideramos, un reciente 

informe). She uses a comprehensive range of verbs accurately and tenses are 

consistent and accurate (present indicative and subjunctive, perfect, conditional, 

imperfect indicative and subjunctive) and demonstrates evidence of confident 

handling of all aspects of grammar and spelling. 

Language resource 
The candidate uses mostly complex and sophisticated language throughout with 

a wide range of structures and vocabulary appropriate to Advanced Higher (a 

velocidad de vértigo, con el fin de llegar a una conclusión definitiva, ciertos 

sectores dirían que, si..no hubieran aprobado….habría sido, es imprescindible 

que sopesemos). There is a omprehensive range of verbs and tenses (see 

above) and the candidate makes very good use of co-ordinating conjunctions and 

discourse markers (con el fin de, en primer lugar, por otro lado, por eso, en 

cualquier caso, en resumen). The language flows well and ideas and opinions 

are expressed effectively. 
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Candidate 4 Spanish 

The candidate was awarded 28 marks. 

Content 
The candidate writes in a structured way and uses content which is mostly 

relevant to the title. She addresses the stimulus, presents different arguments 

and viewpoints and draws a conclusion. Overall, the content is clear. 

Accuracy 
The candidate demonstrates a good level of accuracy corresponding to the level. 

Although there are some errors (‘cree’, muchos países no tenía, quieren de 

aprender, incentivirse, omission of ‘para’ before infinitives) the candidate does 

use a range of verbs and tenses ( present indicative and subjunctive, perfect and 

imperfect) as appropriate to the topic. There are a few serious errors (asiástico, 

l’inmigración, una barrera es creido) which do detract from the overall impression. 

Language resource 
The candidate mostly uses complex and sophisticated language and uses a 

range of structures and vocabulary appropriate to Advanced Higher, although 

there are some errors. She does use a range of co-ordinating conjunctions (sin 

embargo, por un lado, por otro lado, o sea). Overall the candidate has produced 

an essay which, despite the errors, just merits the mark awarded. 
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Candidate 5 Spanish 

The candidate was awarded 20 marks. 

Content 
The candidate writes with some sense of structure and uses content which is 

mostly relevant to the title. She does attempt to address the title and to present 

some arguments. The candidate does attempt to draw a conclusion but the final 

sentence ( El concepto de la familia está cambiando hasta ahora) is 

disappointing and not entirely clear. Overall the response is competent and the 

content is mostly clear, although opinions such as ‘se considera una familia es 

diferente a la familia tradicional’ do not contribute positively to the overall 

impression. 

Accuracy 
The candidate demonstrates an adequate degree of grammatical accuracy 

corresponding to the level. Verbs are mostly correct and there is an attempt to 

introduce a range of tenses (present indicative and subjunctive, imperfect, 

perfect). There are, however, a number of serious errors (por mucha gente, las 

families, familias..aceptado, sean reconocido, no ya había legalizado, el mundo y 

la familia ha cambiado, a pesar de muchas familias ser, un gran parte) which do 

detract from the overall impression. Despite this there is more correct language 

than incorrect. 

Language resource 
The candidate does attempt to use complex and sophisticated language and 

attempts to use a range of vocabulary and structures appropriate to Advanced 

Higher. There are some co-ordinating conjunctions and phrases (hoy en día, sin 

duda, por otro lado) but there is also a lot of repetition (the word ‘familia’ appears 

twenty-two times) and the overall impression is that the language resource could 

have been developed further. 
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