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Commentary on candidate 
evidence  
The candidate evidence contained in this pack has achieved the following marks 
for the coursework assessment task.  

Candidate 1 

The candidate was awarded 12 marks. 

Content 

The candidate has chosen a title which outlines the focus of the analysis and 

which should generate an evaluative approach. Equally, the sources chosen 

should provide more than adequate material to support analysis. Unfortunately, 

the candidate has difficulty analysing and comparing the two main sources, 

producing a somewhat groundless analysis and failing to compare the two 

sources in any consistent manner. Although he does recount a number of 

episodes from both sources, he does attempt to go beyond a merely informative 

approach but shows some misunderstandings of the focus of the study, with very 

little attempt to compare the two main sources until the first words - Both novels 

show – of the final paragraph. 

Style 

The candidate has chosen to include quotations which do not always support the 

arguments presented, for example Ofelia’s conversations with the Faun in 

paragraphs 2 and 3 and Moncho’s conversation about Australia which is 

described as demonstrating how his innocence decreases. The candidate does 

not always maintain an appropriate register, referring to the film-maker as 

‘Guillermo’ and using expressions like ‘he does a very good job’, ‘he gets 

treated’, etc. He has difficulty using critical terminology. There are numerous 

instances of poor English expression and punctuation which on occasion make 

the meaning unclear and incorrect use of capital letters throughout. 

Organisation  

The candidate writes without a clear structure which impacts on communication. 

The writing lacks coherence in places, something which definitely detracts from 

the overall impression. He has difficulty presenting arguments and fails to draw 

any meaningful conclusion. 
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Candidate 2 

The candidate was awarded 27 marks. 

Content 

The candidate has chosen a title which makes clear the focus of the analysis and 

has chosen sources which work well together and clearly support that analysis. 

She takes an analytical approach with reasoned and relevant arguments and 

consistently demonstrates an understanding of the focus of the study. There is 

perhaps too much recounting of events, particularly with relation to the pension, 

and it is somewhat unfortunate that quotation 3 on page 1 essentially gives the 

answer to part of the question posed in the title, rather than leaving this to the 

conclusion. 

Style 

The candidate presents detailed evidence from sources to support the 

conclusions made. She has included a range of appropriate quotations from the 

sources consulted and uses a range of critical terminology – this highlights; a 

recurring theme; which is mirrored in; Márquez cleverly demonstrates; pathetic 

fallacy; metaphor, etc. The candidate maintains an appropriate register 

throughout although she should have referred to the author as ‘García Márquez’ 

not ‘Márquez’. 

Organisation  

The candidate writes in a well organised and structured way and has produced a 

piece of writing which is coherent throughout, if a little repetitious. There are 

some instances in which she has included what are essentially translations of 

quotations, thereby contributing to this sense of repetition. She presents and 

evaluates a series of arguments and draws conclusions which relate directly to 

the title and chosen focus for analysis. 
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