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Commentary on candidate 
evidence  

Candidate 1 Spanish 

The candidate was awarded 7 marks. 

The candidate has given a clear and comprehensive answer to the question. 

There is an introductory assertion and a clear presentation of evidence to support 

it. The candidate has considered the passage as a whole and has used 

inferencing skills to describe and analyse the various techniques used by the 

writer to convey his/her purpose in writing, mentioning the use of lists, sentence 

structure, the opinions of experts, the positive and negative language used and 

the use of statistics. All the examples quoted are relevant to demonstrating the 

overall purpose. The candidate might have mentioned the positive conclusion to 

the article but overall this is a clear and reflective answer, which is appropriate 

and analytical and demonstrates a sophisticated and accurate reading of the text. 
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Candidate 2 Spanish 

The candidate was awarded 3 marks. 

The candidate has provided an answer which offers some indication of 

appropriate skills. There is an initial statement attempting to outline the author’s 

purpose in writing the article and the candidate has included expressions such as 

‘this shows’, ‘this emphasises that’ and ‘…implies’. She does refer to word choice 

and the use of rhetorical question, quoting directly from the passage, but there is 

no reference to the use of expert testimony and statistics or the positive ending of 

the article. The candidate also refers to specific examples from the text to support 

the initial statement but many of these are simply a repetition of answers already 

given to the comprehension questions. Overall, the analysis could have been 

further developed. 
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Candidate 3 Spanish 

The candidate was awarded 1 mark. 

The candidate has provided an answer which has misunderstood the writer’s 

overall purpose and indicates a complete misreading of the text. The initial 

statement asserts that the writer has written positively about Venezuela and it is 

only in the final paragraph that any mention is made of the loss of skilled workers. 

Any evidence quoted in the response is simply a repetition of information 

contained in the text with no attempt at analysis and the candidate has failed to 

mention expert testimony, tone and choice of language or the use of statistics. 

Although he has recognised the optimistic conclusion of the article the candidate 

has failed to mention any of its negative aspects. 
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Candidate 4 Spanish 

The candidate was awarded 5 marks. 

The candidate has provided a clear and reflective response. There is an initial 

statement which clearly outlines the writer’s overall purpose and the candidate 

outlines various techniques used by the author – word choice, use of expert 

testimony and its purpose, the inclusion of facts and statistics and the use of 

questions to catch the reader’s attention. She does include some critical 

terminology – ‘range of literary techniques’, ‘makes effective use’, ‘this has 

connotations’, ‘adds credibility’. At the same time there is no mention of the 

negative tone of the article nor, indeed, the optimistic conclusion, and the 

response would have been improved by the inclusion of a concluding statement. 
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Candidate 5 

The candidate was awarded 3 marks. 

The candidate has produced a response which does offer some evidence of 

appropriate inferencing skills. She does offer an initial statement which 

recognises the issue of emigration but in it fails to mention the skilled nature of 

these emigrants. There is mention of the use of statistics and expert testimony 

and the candidate has recognised that the article begins with a question and 

ends on a positive note. On the other hand the candidate does tend to supply 

information from the text with little attempt to draw inferences. The response 

would have benefited from the inclusion of direct quotations from the text and an 

examination of the type of language used by the author and its intended effect on 

the reader. 
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