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Source 1-John Trickett “if you truly believe in accountability, then do the right thing and gain
the legitimacy of the people you represent by holding a by-election.”

Source 2- From what you have seen and heard about the seven MPs who have quit the
Labour party and set up The Independent Group, do you think your political values are
closest to theirs, or to those of the current Labour party?

YouGov

TOTAL | Lab | Con | LD | Remain | Leave
% B

My values 22 23 24 | 47 32 18
are closer
to those of
the MPs
who quit
Labour

My values 11 27 il 5 19 5
are closer
to those of
the
current
Labour
party

My values 33 13 54 | 22 20 49
are not
close to
either
Don't 34 37 21 | 26 29 28
know

Source 3 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-47300832

Source 4 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-47304424

Source 5 “the Conservative Party has increasingly abandoned these principles and values
with a shift to the right of British Politics.

Source 6 Jo Swinson- “I think it's exciting. | see no reason to be threatened by the group
at this time.”

Source 7- https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/labour-party-split-independent-
group-antisemitism-jeremy-corbyn-gavin-shuker-a8785381.html

Source 8- https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-47410564

Source 9- "Our structure is designed to be flexible to accommodate any changes as the
group evolves and grows."
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Politics Assignment Source Sheet:

Source 1: https://vougov.co.uk/topics/poalitics/explore/public_figure/leremy Corbyn
-30% of Men and 29% of Women have a positive opinion of Jeremy Corbyn
-Since June 2017, % of those believing Corbyn would be best PM has dropped 23%

Source 2 : https://www.ipsos.com/ipsos-mori
-57% of people like Labour as a party
-32% of people like Jeremy Corbyn

Source 3 : Luciana Berger-“Labour have become institutionally anti-Semitic”

Source 4 : httgs:[Mww.theguardian.com[uk-ngwszzo16[dec[08(mgn-‘|oshua-bonehill-
paine-harassed-mp-luciana-berger-online-jailed-two-years

-At height of abuse, Berger received 2500 hate messages in 3 days

Source 5 : https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-36702957
-182 UK personnel deaths in Iraqg War

Source 6 : https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/articles-reports/2019/01/09/eurotrack-
corbyns-policies-popular-europe-and-uk
-29% of people believe reducing the voting age to 16 is a good idea
-31% of people believe ruling out leaving EU without a trade deal is a good idea
~71% of people in favour of banning zero hour contracts
-79% of people in favour of increasing NHS budget by £8 billion over 5 years

Source 7 : https://www.bbe.co.uk/news/uk-politics-47277281
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Candidate 3 evidence

Social Class is the most dominant factor affecting voting behaviour today. Discuss

Vaoting behaviour is form of electoral behaviour and is the way in which people vote. This is a form of
political behaviour and allows for an insight into the way people vote and why they do it. Being able
to understand the way people vote is vital as it allows us to see how decisions are made and
evaluate the outcomes come about for example from general elections to referendums. Many
factors affect voting behaviour for example, social class to media as well as short term factors such
as the image of the party leader and long term factors such as geography, age and gender. This essay
will look at three of the main factors that have an influence on voting behaviour and analyse and
evaluate them to conclude on which factor has the greatest impact upon voting behaviour in the UK.
These factors will be social class, age and social media.

In the 70’s voting behaviour became more erratic, this meant that the outcomes of votes were
drastically different to before. This may have come down to social class and geographical location,
“Class was widely seen as the key to understanding voting behaviour in the UK” — Andrew Heywood.
Social class is based on a group of people who share the same socioeconomic background such as
working class and middle class. Where you live has always had a big impact on the way you vote. For
example those living in the North of the UK are more likely to vote for parties such as Labour and
SNP, as those living in the North of the country are more likely to have been brought up in a working
class background and policies by those parties are more targeted towards those people within those
social classes whereas those in the south of the country are more likely to vote for parties such as
the Conservatives and are more likely to have grown up in elite and middle class areas. This makes
clear the big divide within the country on how class affects voting behaviour and become more
“class-based” throughout the years. One way to explain this may be through differences in policies
that parties offer to the public such as the conservative party favour low taxes and reduced welfare
support across the country which are more likely to appeal to those in social classes A/B. However
parties such as Labour and SNP favour polices that provide greater support for example providing
more within the welfare state and there being higher taxes to support everyone across the UK.
Another example could be that in Scotland, Labour and SNP joined forces to tackle the effects of the
Bedroom Tax which was introduced by the Tory government; this meant that Scots didn’t have to
pay the dreaded tax and allowed for the money to be used for better things in those affected lives.
These types of policies are more likely to appeal to those in social class D/E. On the other hand,
through changing attitudes, it is shown through evidence that people are moving away from class-
based voting which is called “Class de-alignment” and are more interested in other factors. Class de-
alignment is when people move away from the social class that they are in, this may be bad as
parties may be unable to target certain classes through their policies as people have moved away
from the term social class.

Similar to social class, age of voters is said to have an impact on voting behaviour. A survey by
YouGov on 52,615 people showed that those in the 70+ age bracket, 69% voted conservative
whereas those in the 18-19 age bracket, 19% voted for conservative. This shows the difference in
voting behaviour between the age groups, this may be because as people get older, they're more
likely to favour traditional policies by the conservative party because they're more fearful of change
or are wanting to protect their wealth, “A tendency for people to become more conservative with
age.” — Andrew Heywood. On the other hand, voters in the younger generations are more likely to
vote for current issues such as unemployment and greater education which sways more towards
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Labour and SNP policies. For example, Labour supports the abolition of tuition fees in the UK which
would appeal to younger generations. In a survey by Ipsos Mori, it shows that those people between
the age of 19-24 had the lowest voter turnout with just over half turning up to vote compared to
71% in the age bracket of 65+. This may be because younger generation feel as though their voices
aren’t heard and don’t have a say in political issues that are happening, this therefore means that
older generations views and wants are further represented and acknowledged, meaning that law
and polices are more traditional and represent what the older generations want. This also
discourages younger voters on voting meaning that less will turn up to vote. This means that the
younger generations are underrepresented and their views and wants in society are ignored.

Social media is a platform used by many every day, especially political parties. The use of social
media allows for political parties to keep the public up to date with their plans and views on current
issues. Out of the 650 MPs, 579 have a twitter account which they use to communicate with the
public. SNP MPs all have a social media platform which is because all members were instructed to
have a social media platform after the 2010 election, so they can communicate with their
constituents and promote the party for future and upcoming elections. The use of promoting their
party on social media has had a positive impact on the SNP party as in the 2011 elections they won
an overall majority. As younger generations dominate social media, the use of social media can be
helpful in targeting younger people to vote for their party as well as allowing for there to be an
interest towards politics. This may encourage younger people to become more interested in politics
and see a surge in the numbers of younger MPs, for example David Linden, the MP for Glasgow East
was sworn in at the age of only 27 which highlights the interest in younger people in joining parties.
Although the use of social media can come as a benefit to political parties, it can also be detrimental
towards the party. Andrew Heywood said that, “Media exposure portrays leaders as the brand
image of their party.” Nearly every day there are new article posted regarding leaders of parties with
the majority usually referring to something bad that the leader has done. These articles can be
spread across social media platforms such as Twitter and Facebook by everyone across the world in
a matter of seconds. This means that all eyes of the party leader and what they do can influence how
the party is seen as by the public for example, Jeremy Corbyn recently came under fire regarding
anti-Semitic claims within the party which have been circulating since he became leader in 2015.
Many people have criticised Jeremy Corbyn’s handling of the situation and believe he hasn’t done
enough to diffuse the situation. As a result, 8 members of the Labour party have recently resigned
and joined an independent party due to his lack of leadership skills when dealing with this problem
as well as his part he played within the messy brexit situation. This highlights the power social media
can have on how parties are viewed, therefor meaning that followers can be lost or gained through
the exposure given to the parties and their leaders through social media.

Overall, | believe that social media is the most dominant factor affecting voting behaviour. | believe
that age was the least dominant factor as although there was a vast difference between the
youngest generations and the oldest generations, the generations in between weren’t consistent
which makes it partly unreliable. Social class was an important factor to consider as there was a large
difference between the different parts of the countries voting. It is clear that social media is the
most dominant factor that affects voting behaviour through the easy accessibility to articles
regarding political parties and uses of social media platforms to connect further with constituents
and followers. As well as this, the use of social media allows for the encouragement of younger
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people within the UK to get more involved with politics and lead to there being a rise in younger
MPs within parties across the UK and the numbers of younger voters rising.
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Politics Source Sheet

Source 1

https://www.snp.org/policies/pb-what-is-the-snp-s-position-on-the-bedroom-tax/

Source 2

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dealignment

Source 3

https://nya.org.uk/2017/05/general-election-2017-party-manifestos-policies-young-people/

Source 4

election

Source 5

https://www.mpsontwitter.co.uk/list

Source 6
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Politics Higher Resource Sheet

Candidate Name Scottish Candidate Number

Bill Jones and Philip Norton (2010) Politics UK, 7th Ed. Pearson Education — used for history of
constitutional reform — negative and positive constitutionalism — constraining government and enabling
citizenry.

Duncan Watts (2003) Undcrstanding US/UK Government and Poltics. Manchester University Press. — Used
for information on political elites, authority and types of constitutions.

| Haffernan; R. et al (2011) Developments in British Politics (Meg Russell chapter) — opinions of modemn
political parties to constitutional reform.

| Hazell UCL (2010) Bill of Rights in the Coalition — Human Rights Act and Bill of Rights — centralised
power and remoteness of politicians — executive elites and dictatorships.

Heywood; A. (2004) Political Theory, An Introduction (3rd ed) Palgrave MacMillan — general background
information on constitutions.

Heywood, A. (2017) Essentials of UK Politics. For AS and A-Level (4th ed), Palgrave. — general
background information on constitutions.

lan Budge et al (2007) The New British Politics — sources of the constitution — do we need protection from
over powerful government?

' Philip Norton in Politics Review (Nov 2009, v.19. n.2) — information on Gordon Brown's opinion on
| constitutional reform.

Unlockdemocracy.org — used for campaigns information and information on constitutional reform.
Recall of MPs Act 2015

Edmund Burke (1729 - 1797)

War of Independence (1775 - 1783)

Terrorism Act 2006 was revised to allow detention without charge for a maximum of 28 days.

. Data Protection Act 2018 allowing security services to harvest personal internet data.
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