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Candidate 9 evidence

8. Evolutionary theory suggests that we evolved aggression as it is beneficial to
(a) | our survival. Things like ritualistic aggression (e.g. dogs growling and showing
teeth) supports the evolutionary model as it shows off aggression without
actually having to take part in aggressive acts which could result in someone/
thing getting injured thus reducing reproductive organs or even death.
Evolutionary theory for aggression suggests that we are aggressive as it is
beneficial in helping up find/defend/hunt food, shelter and sexual partners.
All these things have aided the survival of many species. Evolutionary theory
also suggests the male are aggressive as females find aggression attractive this
would explain why male animals often fight in order to secure a female sexual
partner. Although the theory is largely based on animals meaning we can’t
generalise these results to humans. The evolutionary approach also fails to
mention why males fight for a sexual female partner when there is such a high
chance of serious injury resulting in the decline of species.

(b) | The importation model of aggression suggests that institutions like prisons are
not aggressive places but the people inside the prisons are aggressive and
violent. This theory suggests that those who enter prison violent stay violent
and those who enter prison calm and cool headed stay calm and cool headed.
The importation model of aggression suggest that we should not only study
prison culture but also the situations and factors of inmates before they
arrived at prison. This theory has helped many prison wardens successfully
predict which inmates are going to be well behaved and which inmates are
going to be aggressive and violent. However the study fails to mention why
many inmates who enter prison non aggressive and then come out being
aggressive. The theory also suggest that those who are criminals by career
choice (e.g. thief) are much more likely to join a gang or a sub group when
inside prison and those who are one off offenders of non-violent crimes (e.g.
fraud) are much more likely to befriend guards and prison officials. The theory
also fails to state why many people change after béing in prison for a long
time and how event though there home life has stayed the same there
behaviour has changed.
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(c)

Sykes deprivation model of aggression suggest that people become violent
after being in prison because they are deprived of certain goods. According to
Sykes deprivation model of aggression a reason why Alan became aggressive
was because he was deprived of safety. In the scenario Alan is usually a quiet
and reserved person. 5o when he was deprived of safety he had to come out of
his shell in order to defend himself, Sykes said many men fear homosexual acts
in prison making them constantly fearful, this could result in Alan becoming
aggressive as he has to be violent in order to protect himself. Sykes also stated
that those who are deprived of heterosexual (man and womnan) relationships
and sexual encounters can make people more aggressive. This would apply to
Alan as he is no longer having intimate moments with his wife Sykes said this
deprivation could make Alan more aggressive. Sykes deprivation model also
stated that deprivation of liberty can many people aggressive. This has the
potential to make Alan angry as Alan enjoyed walking in the country side
before he went to prison but now his liberty has been taken from him meaning
he has no choice in what he does so he may be aggressive as that’s the only
thing he has control over. Sykes deprivation model also states that once choice
is taken from you, you lose the ability to reason and can end up becoming
aggressive. This would apply to Alan as outside prison he had a say/ choice on
how a solicitors firm was run but now he doesn’t even get the choice of what
he has to eat. Outside prison Alan also had the choice of his peer group but
now he is forced to be around people he has no interest in being around. This
could lead to Alan becoming aggressive as they could be teaching him
aggressive traits and skills.
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