Sociology Higher Question Paper Candidate evidence 2

Candidate 2 evidence

5(a) Describe two findings of Goldthorpe's (1972} Oxford Mobility Studies. (4)
5(b} Evaluate this research study. (6)

6 Analyse the issue of social mobhility using Marxism and any other contrasting theory.
(15)

Candidate response

s(a)

Goldthorpe invenied sevew social classes - from higher managers
and professionals al the top to- “rouline occupalions” al the
bottom - now used in official statistics:

The study shows that a signidficant number of sons achieved a
higher social class from theor parvents:. This means in the period
after the second world war there had been considerable upward
social mobdidy. Infact, over two-thurds of the service class had
started off in edther the working class or the service class: One
possible explanation for thay was the inlroduction of free
secondary and the expansion of opportuniies inv higher
educatioru

A fanther finding was that Aowrward mobddy was on the decline
- bt more mew in the working classes were unemployed:
Goldthorpe suggested the changes in the occupalional structure
were move significant~ the reduclion in the sige of the working
clasy was because there weve fewer heavy industry blue collar
manual joby and aw increase cn the sige of the inlermediate and
service classes due to-the growth of the service sector; fov example;
professionaly and adminigtrators on fields such as educationy
welfare; health and financial services: The double resull of thes
wag @) increased unesmployment of working class men due te-
fewer working class manual jobs and b) increased nambers of
people finding occupalions in the in~demand increasing service
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sector. This means thatl even i every sov of service class pavents
had obtacned a job-in the service class; some sons of inlermediale
and working class parents would have still needed to-be
recrudited to il the growing number of service~-class occupalions:

Goldthorpe shows that the extent of movement between diferent
social classes or ocoupational groups over time was sl limited:
Short range social mobdidy refers to- mobility between semilar
oCOUPALLONTL groupings; such as fromy a teaches to-a nurse or
fromaplumber to-an electrician: The finding shows many service
sector workers had come fyomy working class families;

highlcghiting short range soccal mobdddy.

5059

A strength of the study s that il provided robust sociological
evidence of the exlent of limdited social mobilily withen Bretain at
that time: The study highlighted that the UK was an ‘open’ gyystemy
of stratyicatiory at least to-some extent, asyoung people werve able
to-move fromva lower class job-to-a better class higher paid job-
than thecr pavents:

Howeves, aFeminist crilique weakness of thes study iz that to-study
the exlent of soccal mobiity inthe UK, the sample was based on
the occupaiions of 10,000 men and song regardless of the
occupation of any womew,/ mothers’ davghters; in UK
households; which may well have been the higher earner. There
was no-evidence gathered aboul the extent lo- Which dauvghiers
Sociad molility’ buk rather ‘male social mobidity’
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A forther strength is that the findings based on a lavge sample of
20,000 mewy could be generalised to-the wider population: Thds
means the conclusions aboul social mobilily palterns drawn fromy
the saumple; were likely to- reflect those in the wider UK population
So-he study contvibuied to-the debate ow social mobility, leading
Lo funther studies (such as Blandens Machin) helping to-funther
undevsiand the issue: According lo-the Soccal Mobddy
Commussiory the UK s total ocoupalional mobddy rate has
remained stable for many decades, meaning that about half of
the population end up in a different class from ther parents:
However, thizdoes not mean that everyone has an equal chance
of achieving cv high social class position.

A fiunther strengitv is thal social mobdily was shown to-be absoluie;
whereby people ended up ivv a ddferent social class from thewr
porentyy and suggested a nuwmber of reasons for this. This oo
Srengiiv as researchv iy carvied ouk to-belter understand sociad
Lasiees; and asg o resull of this study, we learned that increased
demand for joby in service sector; decining demand for heavy
industry sector work and increased educaiional opportuniiies
had an cmpact on the exlent of social mobilily cn the UK al that
lime:
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Q6
I weld use Marxisny and Funcitionalismwy to-analyse sociad mobilily.

Theory 1. Mareism

Mo xismv argues hatl Capitalist economies are systems of social
stralificatiory Which creaie and veprodiuce closs inequalily.
People o lower classes have very liltie opportunddy to-achieve
upward social mobidily and economic success and oy likely to-ondy
be shovtrange when mobility iy achieved; on occasion: Mavy
argues Capilalism encourages social reproduciiory wheredy
children of the Bourgeoisie become the nexl generalion of Wealthy
privileged Bourgeoisie adulty and children of the working class
Proletariat most Likely become Proletariat adully. This happens
Aue to-the Bourgeoisie having power and privilege over the
Protetiriat; in inglituiions such as access te-Private educaliory or
in the economy such as limiding wages to-marimige profits: This
creaiey conflict between the profitsof the Bourgecisie (profit) over
the Proletarial (pay and condiions)

Mary argues thal Institulions of sociely serve lo-recnforce ciass
inequalidly. Educalion for example; benefity the wealthy classes
most; asthey access Private schooly or highest performing schooly
naffluent areas; ensuring the ruling class children benefit from
educatiory to-gel the highest paid jobs;, whilst lower income kids
learn obedience punctualily and following rules to-make them
obedient workers in the economy. Working class children will be
move likely to-allend poorer altaining schovls in more deprived
aveas: They will be more likely to-achieve lower grades and will
have more limdled employment opportundies becomeng the next
generalion of working class adully: Thug education recnforces
classy inequadity.

thal one class has power to-exploit the other, hrough conliol of
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Capitalist economies becavse powerfil Bourgeoisie delcberately
keep wages as low aspossible; to- maximige profits; bul which
prevents those ow lowest incomes fromy achieving increasing
weallt?y and from becoming a home owner or reniing better
housing; affording privale healthcare or access to-the best
educaliory Which limits thedr opportunciies for uplward social
mobddly, and engures these arve the privileges ondy of the wealthy
Bowrgeoisie classes:

Mavxisim argues the Bouwrgeoisie’s contvol over inglitudions from
the Economy and Media to-education and religiory createa
meritocracy myth of working hard for one’s own benefit’ Thiy
meang working clagses Wil work hard to-achieve increased pay
owneng class benefit most from this labowr, gaining huge profics:
So-cnvfrct; this hard work of the workers macnly benefits the
owners bul they don't realsse that. Therefore; despite all thedr
extra hard work; these workers wild never achieve the level of
Mary argues tAal in Capialist socielies religious institudions and
schovly discourage challenging authorily ~ this recnforces the
explodtntion by the powerfil class over the working class; as regpect
Jor auihorily - emplovers; teachers ~ including owners of the
means of production - iy encowraged: The lack of challenge to-
thig explodtalion preventy the working class fromy docng as Mary
predicied, - taking contyol of the means of production and
redigtributing the wealth to-achieve equily, social justice and
Invmodern UK economy, the bovus paymeniy paids 7ool workers
o thinking they are becng rewarded for thedr efforty; so-ave
working hard: for themselves; and to-achieve increased wealthy
whereas the reality i thai the owners benefit more from the
workers' additional wovk thwough increased profity No-employee
of Amagovy regardiess of bovus payments, will achieve upward
soceal mobdily to-achieve the income level of owner Capilalist JefF
Begos:
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A criticism of Marxist explanations of social mobilily & that social
stralification is perhaps o more operv system than Mare hos
argued: There are somepecple who; desgpite being born inle-
poverty are able to-achieve significant upward social mobddy,
and indeed become themselves; Bouwrgeoisie owners of the means
of production: OQprah Wenfrey, Emineny Pink - all now oww
companies in Capilalbist economies; having come from deprived
Protetariat backgroundy showing class is not always ascribed’ as
Mary daims: This perhaps supporty Functionalist dacms of
meridocracy to-achieve social mobddly thvough havd work:

Funthermore many employees of companies suchv ag Motorola can
also-own shaves in the company they work for sharing in profits
lo-achieve upwards social mobdily. Thus contrary to-Marvy claims
of becng either one class or the other, and that one class exploitsy
the other; these modern workers arve both Proletarial selling their
labowr for a-wage;, and Bowrgeoisie; owning company shares and
eryoying the resudling profits:

Another strength of Markist explanaiions of sociad mobdily is that
socead reproduction does happery and for many, straldfication iy
a mostly closed yystem. The vast mayoridly of people in the UK borw
o low income fanuiies; Wil find social mobdlely increasingly
ATl ine Capilodist Britainy and will thevefore become the next
generalion of low income adully Meanwhile; pupils cowverdly ivv
private school educaiiony ave lifely to-become wealihy and
successfinl adully due to- accessing this privilege; (hus reprodiucing
their weallhy class: A receni Govervuneni sswvey revealed that over
50% of UK population believe the Covid pandemic increased sociald
nequalily and reduced opportuniiies for social mobility.

Mo rist clacms of lack of social mobility iy supported by the fact
that inthe UK, under 6% of the population atlended privaile
schoot; yet 2/3 of Boris Johwmson's calinel were Privalely educated;
heghlighieng the landled opportundties those born into-lower
ncome fromilies have; of gacruing access to-poweryiul political
nstitulions: Thiy ensures the wealliy classes mainiainw conlrod
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over political institulions; passing laws to-benefit the ruling class
such as tax cely and culling inheritance tak; further limiling
opportunidy for social mobdily for those in lower classes:

Theory 2 - Functionalism

Functionalismy as a structivval consensus theory, arguesthere iy a
value consersus - an agreement TAal social inequalily o
fanctionaly beneficial for sociely as a whole: Suvgeons they argie;
with higher level of skl qualification, showld be rewarded morve
highly thaw checkout operators: An agreement that some sociad
positions/ ocoupaltions i sociely are of morve value thaw othery
and therefore are deserving of higher pay and rewards:

Functionalism thevefore argues that achieving social mobdily i
to-be encournged; and it i argued; iy achievable for all;, and
inequalily i afunclional prevequisile for the smooth running of
soccely and social orvder. Sociely needs people to-do-unskilled
work; bul the better rewards of higher classes serve to-motivale
these people to- work harder to-achieve upwards soccal mobildly.
Functionalism suggests thal if some people are unable to-achieve
social mobdily remaining in lower paid posclions with less power;
thait iy Functional for sociely aga whole: Soviely needs pecple to-
FHdfil such low-skilled; poorly-rewarded posty so-social class
cnequaldy sevves afunctional purpose:

Further support of Funclionalist explanations comes frony
Saundersy who -highlighted that those who-have achieved upwards
soceal mobilily, motivales others in lower classes to- work hoavder (o
achieve the same level of lurwry, wealth and reward:
Functionalism argues thal social mobility iy achieved through
Aiffering levels of efforty hard work: ITn a Mevitocracy, those who-
work hardest achieve upward social mobidity and thus deserve the
best pay. A highly qualified surgeon therefore; correctly, earns
more and has a better standard of living; than e low-skdled
cleaner or bin worker.
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A sLrenglth of Funclionalist explanaiions iy most pecple wowld
acceptl that hard work does and can lead to-higher rewards -
surgeons and other professionals have clearly worked exlremely
hard to-become skilled and qualified; and now corvectly have
high cncomes: Therefore pecple who-do-work hard and achieve
upward mobilidly, in an cpen clagss sratificalion gysitems; and thiy
world appedr to-support Funclionalast clacms of Merdtocracy.

A weakness of Funclionalist explanations of mobdily iy Feministy
would orgue the gender discriminaiion of the glass cedling
preventy social mobddy for many womery wheveas this does not
affect male’y social mobddly. Functionalism fads to-acknowledge
barviers to- women's social mobdiy. They would poini to-the lack
of women iny CEO positions in UK s top companies; or lack of
womerv in the highest paid. jobs even in female-dominated
professions such as teaching (Head Teachers ) or healthcare
Csurgeons) which can not be explacned through lack of effort by
womer

Furthermore; marny high earnersin the UK weve born into-
wealthy families; (sociad reproduction) including many curvent
MPs who as au result of the wealth they were born into; accessed
provate educalion: Thus the merdocracy clacm of Funclionaiism
[adlly whew we congider the mayoriy of those accessing expensive
Uncversily educaiion in England; come from wealthy background
fomilies; Wwhilst those who-work equally howd but arve firom lower
income famdices; cary not afford the privilege of an education ai &
Top Uncversily, fouther landiing thedr chances of achieving
equivadent sociad mobility.
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Rosenthal and Jacobson study supports the labeling theory as it shows that individuals can in fact
internalise their labels and live up to what’s expected of them. In this case it shows the pupils who got
labelled something positive succeeded higher than those who got labelled more negativelyl

In conclusion, educational attainment inequality is an ongoing social issue. League tables highlight the
highest attaining schools in the most affluent areas of Scotland, and many of the lowest attaining
schools in some of the most deprived areas. Schools and Government re prioritizing equity and closing 1
(Intro) the attainment gap, through support such as breakfast clubs, uniform banks and stationery packs
and the empowered learning project giving all pupils an ipad tablet to access online learning.

The fact still remains though, that pupils from more affluent backgrounds have better access to quality
educational experiences and are still more likely to achieve positive outcomes at school, further
increasing their life chances such as better health, higher paid jobs, accessing Higher Education and a
better standard of living as an adult.
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