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Commentary on Candidate 
evidence 
Candidate 1 

The evidence for this candidate has achieved the following marks for each 
question of this course assessment component. 
 
Overall, this candidate was awarded 34 marks for this component. 
 

Question 37 

The candidate was awarded 2 marks. 

There is an appropriate quotation: ‘only light is red’ (1 mark), followed by an 

appropriate comment on the dim lighting being like that in a church (1 mark).  

Question 38 

The candidate was awarded 4 marks. 

An appropriate quotation on the home country – ‘ordinary pain’ (1 mark), 

followed by an appropriate comment on how ‘England doesn’t know what true 

pain is’ (1 mark). Then there is a valid quotation on the countries visited – ‘fields 

which don’t explode beneath the feet of running children,’ which was given 1 

mark, with an appropriate comment on the ‘unbelievable events’ (1 mark). 

Question 39 

The candidate was awarded 4 marks. 

The first quotation ‘half-formed ghost’ (1 mark), is accompanied by a good 

comment on how ‘he is being followed by the events his job requires him to do’ (1 

mark). The second quotation is appropriate – ‘blood stained in to foreign dust’ (1 

mark), as is the accompanying comment on ‘sticks’ (1 mark).  

Question 40 

The candidate was awarded 2 marks. 

The candidate employs quotation here, but the question requires the use of own 

words.  However, there is sufficient glossing the surrounding explanation to 

achieve the marks: ‘only selecting’ (1 mark) and ‘they are not fully affected by it’ 

(1 mark). 

Question 41 

The candidate was awarded 8 marks. 

There is an initial heading for commonality but the candidate only repeats the 

question here, adding nothing of their own so no marks have been gained for 

commonality from this section. The candidate then goes on to discuss the extract 

and offers two quotations with appropriate comments. The candidate gains the 

available marks for the extract with the first example given – ‘spools of suffering’ 
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(1 mark), and the corresponding comment about how ‘they cannot stop thinking 

about the horrifying events’ (1 mark). Because the candidate has offered another 

example of the suffering from the first poem this can be taken as one mark for 

commonality – ‘they realise how horrific and unbelievable these events are’ (1 

mark). This would equally work the other way round, but it is important to 

remember that this is only possible because the candidate has written more than 

the requirement for the extract and so has already gained those marks. Clearly, it 

is important not to award two separate marks for the same comment. This 

happens again when the candidate deals with the other poem. The candidate 

gains four marks through two of the quotations offered – ‘beloved sweetheart 

bastard’ (1 mark), and ‘her, myself, who did this to me?’ (1 mark), followed by 

the accompanying comments ‘how conflicted she is’ (1 mark), and ‘her suffering 

is her fault’ (1 mark). The comments on the wedding dress are less successful 

but the candidate offers one more point towards the end of the response which 

can gain the remaining mark for commonality – ‘horrid end to her relationship’ (1 

mark).   

Question 7 

The candidate was awarded 14 marks. 

This essay answers question 7 on Christopher Nolan’s ‘The Dark Knight’ and 

deals with the impact the ‘life and death’ ferry scene has on the audience.  

After a lengthy introduction, the candidate sets out four media techniques for 

analysis: ‘costume, lighting, music and camera’. The candidate sticks to this 

intended structure, using topic sentences as signposts. As a result the response 

is well structured and paragraphing is accurate.  

In paragraph 2 beginning ‘The ferry scene successfully uses costume…’, the 

candidate demonstrates familiarity with the text as a whole; for example, 

commenting on the changing nature of the joker’s story regarding his scars and 

how this intensifies the character’s instability.  

Towards the end of the same paragraph the candidate explains stylistic devices 

supported by appropriate references; for example ‘just because someone looks a 

certain way doesn’t mean they are willing to do such an action’. 

In paragraphs 3 and 4, beginning ‘Lighting is used during the scene…’, the 

candidate continues to demonstrate some use of critical terminology, 

commenting on the ‘sharp, slow noises’ used to highlight ‘tension and chaos’ and 

suggest that ‘something bad is soon to happen,’ as well as showing good 

understanding of the central concerns of the text, such as the Joker’s insanity 

and the unwillingness of the passengers to detonate the bomb as they ‘would not 

be able to live with it’. 

In paragraph 5, beginning ‘The ferry scene contains many camera shots and 

angles to put emphasis on certain objects or individuals…’, the candidate 

demonstrates sound awareness of the director’s techniques by commenting on 

how camera angles are used to highlight time running out as well as the Joker’s 

power, both of which engage and have impact on the audience. 
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The candidate concludes the essay by summarising the points already made and 

while a little repetitive, it demonstrates the relevant line of thought that has been 

present throughout the essay.  

In summary, this response straddles two ranges. In terms of familiarity with the 

text and relevant line of thought and some analysis, the candidate achieves 

aspects of the 17-14 range but at times moves into the 13-10 range in terms of 

evaluation. As it does not comfortably achieve all aspects of the 17-14 range, it 

was placed at the bottom of the category, and was awarded 14 marks. 
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Candidate 2 

The evidence for this candidate has achieved the following marks for each 
question of this course assessment component. 
 
Overall, this candidate was awarded 31 marks for this component. 
 

Question 47 

The candidate was awarded 2 marks. 

The candidate offered an appropriate quotation: ‘I could not understand her, etc’ 

(1 mark), and an acceptable comment on frustration over a lack of 

communication (1 mark). 

Question 48 

The candidate was awarded 4 marks. 

The appropriate quotation ‘men’s boots’ was awarded 1 mark.  This was followed 

by an acceptable comment on how practical Aunt Julia was (1 mark). 

The quotation ‘crickets being friendly’ was given 1 mark.  The accompanying 

comment that the room was dark and cold yet he feels safe and warm was also 

given 1 mark. 

The earlier comment that ‘Aunt Julia was an outdoors type of woman,’ was 

worthy of consideration, but the reference to, and analysis of ‘men’s boots’ clearly 

deserved the marks awarded.  

Question 49 

The candidate was awarded 4 marks. 

The quotation ‘By the time I had learned a little’ was awarded 1 mark.  1 mark 
was also given to the appropriate comment: ‘he had tried to learn Gaelic just to 
communicate with his loved one…he was too late.’ 

The candidate’s second quotation ‘silenced’ was given 1 mark.  The comment – 
‘picture her death’ was awarded 1 mark.  

Question 50 

The candidate was awarded 2 marks. 

1 mark was given for the quotation ‘But I hear her still.’  1 mark was given for the 

comment ‘though she can longer speak, he can still…feel her presence around 

him, knowing she’s there.’  

Question 51 

The candidate was awarded 8 marks. 

For commonality, the candidate’s comment on Aunt Julia being separated from a 
loved one hurts was given 1 mark. The candidate then refers to Visiting Hour, 
where the poet visits a dying loved one and how the separation between them 
hurts – 1 mark. 
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From the extract there is an appropriate quotation: ‘Aunt Julia spoke Gaelic very 
loud and very fast’ – 1 mark.  The accompanying comment, ‘shows the language 
barrier’ was also given 1 mark. 

The candidate then makes a selection from Visiting hour, ‘Lying in a white cave 
of forgetfulness’ – 1 mark.  The comment, ‘his loved one…can’t remember 
things, therefore placing a barrier of separation in the middle of them’ was 
awarded 1 mark.  

The candidate’s final selection is from Basking Shark. The reference is to 
‘matchbox’ – 1 mark. The candidate then mentions the shark’s lack of 
intelligence and states that this is a barrier between them – 1 mark.   

Question 4 

The candidate was awarded 11 marks. 

This essay answers question 4 on Valerie Thornton’s ‘The Ferryman’s Daughter’ 

and deals with the protagonist, Sharon, as a memorable character.  

After a lengthy plot summary, the candidate states that the character is isolated 

and vulnerable with an over protective father and boyfriend who takes advantage 

of her.  While the candidate displays some familiarity with the text as a whole and 

some understanding of the central concern of the text - that advantage can be 

taken of vulnerable teens - this is mainly dealt with through plot. 

The candidate shows an awareness of writer’s techniques and makes some use 

of critical terminology, for example the comment on repetition in paragraph 3, 

word choice in paragraphs 4, 5 and 6. 

There is a line of thought which is mostly relevant, focussing on the character’s 

vulnerability.  While there are some appropriate quotations to support the line of 

thought, more emphasis is placed on narrative here, rather than analysis. 

In summary, this piece displays some familiarity with the text as a whole and 

communicates a line of thought at first reading. Structure is appropriate and 

spelling, grammar, sentence construction and punctuation are sufficiently 

accurate. For these reasons, it was placed towards the middle of the 13-10 mark 

range and was given 11 marks. 
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Candidate 3 

The evidence for this candidate has achieved the following marks for each 
question of this course assessment component. 
 
Overall, this candidate was awarded 25 marks for this component. 

 

Question 6  

The candidate was awarded 4 marks. 

It is worth noting that the answer to this question can come from anywhere in the 

extract.   

The first three lines of the candidate’s response make reference to Alec asking 

about his dad’s reasons for gambling (this would get 1 mark for mention of his 

questioning of Davie but the marks are more easily awarded later in the 

response).  

It was felt that the comment ‘trying to talk to his dad’ is not closely related enough 

to an attitude – 0 marks.  

The appropriate reference ‘What is it that get intae ye? Wi the betting ah mean?’ 

was given 1 mark.  The comment, ‘Alec is trying to understand why he bets’ was 

also given 1 mark. 

The next quotation, ‘Could ye no go back tae yer trade?’ was awarded 1 mark.  

The comment ‘trying to encourage him’ was also given 1 mark.  

Question 7 (Candidate has written 2) 

The candidate was awarded 0 marks. 

Responses to question 7 must be taken from lines 14-21.  The candidate does 

not follow this instruction. 

The quotation ‘Nae demand, was different during the war?’ is from line 26, 

therefore 0 marks.  The accompanying comment is connected very firmly to a 

quote from wrong area – 0 marks. 

The next quotation offered, ‘God. Ma auld sailmakin tools ?’ is from line 12, 

therefore 0 marks.  The comment is again connected very firmly to a quote from 

wrong area - 0 marks.  

Question 8  

The candidate was awarded 3 marks. 

The quotation “Been goin downhill since then” was awarded 1 mark.  The 

comment ‘really no need for it’ was also given 1 mark. 

The comment ‘They needed it during war but not after’ would have been worth 1 

mark if marks had not already been given above. 
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The next quotation, ‘yards shutting doon?’ was awarded 1 mark.  The comment: 

‘emphasises how it’s not important anymore’ was given 0 marks as it is too close 

to the question. 

The final quotation offered by the candidate, ‘a big empty space’ would get a 

mark but 2 marks have already been allocated for quotes/references. 

Question 9 

The candidate was awarded 6 marks. 

To address commonality, the candidate observes that Davie is presented at the 

start of the text with ‘no emotion’ (1 mark).  From the extract (‘at this point’), 

Davie is presented as being more willing to open up: ‘you can see him opening 

up about betting, his job and his brother Billy’ (1 mark). 

The candidate then goes on to deal with elsewhere in the play: ‘At the start…he’s 

grieving really badly’ (1 mark), with the comment ‘he wants a better life for his 

son all the way through the text,’ which appears towards the end of the response 

(1 mark). 

The candidate also makes appropriate reference to the extract: ‘At this 

point…Davie…doesn’t want to try and get his life back together’ (1 mark), with 

the comment: ‘Davie has given up’ (1 mark). 

Question 3 

The candidate was awarded 12 marks. 

This is a response to question 3 in the Prose section. The important human issue 

identified is the death penalty. Paragraph 2 mentions the living conditions for the 

prisoners and their cells are described as ‘small animal like cages’. This shows 

some familiarity with the text as well as some understanding of the central 

concerns. This is indicative of an essay in the 13-10 mark range.  

Paragraph 3 has a focus on the contrast between the prisoners and the guards.  

The candidate offers some appropriate quotation: ‘puny whisp of a man’ 

(prisoner) and ‘golden specticles’ (guard). Word choice as a technique is not 

explicitly recognised but some familiarity with the text is clear.  

Paragraph 4 tells us about the dog which ‘backs away from the guards’ and 

highlights a contrast in emotion before and after the death. This refers back to the 

important human issue of death and the death penalty.  

The penultimate paragraph explores the issue of capital punishment and the 

candidate makes the valid point that we are never told what crime the prisoner 

has been accused of because Orwell wants the reader to think about the moral 

issue of capital punishment. This idea is continued into the conclusion where the 

evaluative comment ‘it is still a living human at the end of the day’ makes us think 

further about this issue. The essay ends with a question ‘is capital punishment 

right or wrong?’ and this refers back to the important human issue established in 

the opening paragraph of the essay. The candidate displays some understanding 
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of the central concerns of the text and this essay sits comfortably in the middle of 

the 12-10 range as there is some familiarity with the text; there is some 

understanding of the central concerns; the line of thought is mostly relevant to the 

task. There is an awareness of the writer’s technique, and some appropriate 

references are made to the text.  The candidate was given 12 marks. 
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Candidate 4 

The evidence for this candidate has achieved the following marks for each 
question of this course assessment component.   
 
Overall, this candidate was awarded 29 marks for this component. 

 

Question 10 

The candidate was awarded 1 mark. 

The candidate’s first point, ‘Whether or not Lucia is allowed to attend a wedding’ 

is sufficient for 1 mark. 

The next point about Hughie and Lucia having ‘fallen for each other’ is too close 

to the words in the extract - 0 marks.  

The points which follow are from beyond the line references – 0 marks. 

Question 11 

The candidate was awarded 4 marks. 

The reference to short sentences was given 1 mark.  ‘This shows that she is very 

straight to the point’ - 1 mark. 

The quotations about Italians sticking together is a reference from beyond line 20 

– 0 marks.  

The candidate’s reference ‘I’ll put a stop to it’ is not accurately copied across but 

is sufficiently recognisable to be given 1 mark.  The comment about ‘over-

protective character’ was also given 1 mark.   

Question 12  

The candidate was awarded 4 marks. 

Massimo ‘glad it is over’ and ‘wants to move on’ are both acceptable attitudes – 1 

mark for the identification of an attitude.  The accompanying reference ‘All I care 

about the war is that it’s over’ was also given 1 mark. Although the words “it’s 

over” are included in the comment, the key idea of Massimo’s sense of relief has 

clearly been understood by the candidate. 

Rosinella ‘holding a grudge’ and ‘refuses to move on’ are both acceptable 

attitudes – 1 mark again for identification. The appropriate reference was also 

given 1 mark – ‘Are you forgetting…?’   

Question 13 

The candidate was awarded 6 marks. 

The candidate’s response begins by addressing commonality with ‘hard working’ 

(1 mark) and a ‘family man’ (1 mark) followed by some facts about Massimo 

(which are not enough to constitute evidence from elsewhere) and generalised 

comments about changes in character which lack specific detail. 
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From the extract, the candidate identifies Massimo as calming Rosinella down (1 

mark) with an appropriate quotation ‘Then come to Italy…’ (1 mark). There are 

further comments about how Massimo ‘understands’ and is ‘trying to cheer her 

up’ which would also be relevant to Massimo’s character had the maximum 

marks for work done on the extract not already have been gained here.  

The candidate deals with elsewhere in the play – Massimo is identified as 

romantic (1 mark) with evidence in the form of quotation and reference about him 

going to Italy to get Rosinella back (1 mark).  

Further comments about ‘the lengths Massimo has went to’ are too unspecific to 

gain anything further.  

Question 3 

The candidate was awarded 14 marks. 

The candidate offers a response to question 3 from the Prose section and deals 

with the theme of power and how it corrupts people. The introduction is 

adequate, making use of correct critical terminology, such as satire and allegory. 

The candidate identifies the character of Napoleon as a vehicle for showing the 

theme and moves on to discuss the ‘famous line’ from the text and how it is 

changed from the original meaning throughout the novel. There is a suggestion of 

Napoleon’s cunning nature in the comment ‘sees this as the perfect opportunity 

to take control’.   

The candidate continues to discuss the theme in relation to characterisation at 

the end of the novel when Napoleon is like Mr Jones. Examples given are that he 

is a dictator, walking on two legs, and trading with humans which the candidate 

identifies as personification. The candidate reveals an understanding of 

Napoleon’s character: ‘has saw the chance to gain power and how it has made 

him go against everything he has worked for to achieve freedom.’ There follows 

an explanation of how Animal Farm (which the candidate refers to as the 

‘imagined world’) is relevant and comparable to aspects of the world today – for 

example ‘people who will do anything to be in control’.  

There is further awareness of the character development of Napoleon in relation 

to the theme of corruption: stealing the milk, rearing the puppies, etc. The 

candidate shows awareness of the writer’s techniques through comments about 

‘setting the scene…’ and an implicit understanding of the gradual and sinister 

nature of Napoleon’s rise to power. Throughout this discussion candidate refers 

to the technique of imagery.  This is perhaps less successful.  

Towards the end of the response the candidate makes points about the character 

of Boxer, and his Napoleon’s treatment of him, identifying the technique of irony 

(again linking the world of Animal Farm to the relevance of the world today). The 

candidate explains that Napoleon has now gone against what he originally 

agreed at the start of the novel. The conclusion is apt, returning to the question 

and restating the idea of Napoleon’s character development, which is caused by 

him being corrupted by power.  

SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk January 2018 11 of 59



This response is interesting in that the candidate provides limited quotation from 

the text, instead supporting ideas through relevant appropriate references and 

paraphrasing. In this sense familiarity with the text is demonstrated. There is a 

good understanding of the central concerns of the text and the candidate 

regularly relates specific aspects of corruption in the novel to the world today, 

which reveals what has been gained from reading the text. There is a sound 

awareness of techniques and critical terminology (dystopia, personification, 

imagery, irony, etc) but this is not always handled confidently. In terms of 

language, at times there are errors in expression, grammar and spelling (there/ 

their, ‘animils’, ‘benifit’) but it is sufficiently accurate. The essay is accurately 

paragraphed, and the structure is appropriate, often using topic sentences, and 

ending paragraphs by relating the ideas and events of the novel to the world 

today.  

In summary the response shows some insight but can only be described as fairly 

detailed in terms of analysis and knowledge of the text. Therefore, it can be seen 

to straddle both the 10-13 and 14-17 mark ranges. On balance it was placed at 

the lower end of the 17-14 range and was awarded 14 marks.  
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Candidate 1 evidence  

 
 

 

SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk January 2018 14 of 59



SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk January 2018 15 of 59



SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk January 2018 16 of 59



SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk January 2018 17 of 59



SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk January 2018 18 of 59



SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk January 2018 19 of 59



SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk January 2018 20 of 59



SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk January 2018 21 of 59



SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk January 2018 22 of 59



SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk January 2018 23 of 59



SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk January 2018 24 of 59



SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk January 2018 25 of 59



SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk January 2018 26 of 59



SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk January 2018 27 of 59



SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk January 2018 28 of 59



 
  

SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk January 2018 29 of 59



Candidate 2 evidence 
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Candidate 3 evidence 
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