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Overview

Purpose

Understanding Standards packs are intended to provide teachers, lecturers and
assessors with a clear understanding of why specific examples of candidate
evidence have or have not met the national standard for a named unit(s). They
may be used in centres:

¢

to prepare for delivery of the unit(s) and the National Qualification to which it
contributes

to prepare for the assessment of the unit(s)

as benchmarks to help assessors judge the evidence produced by their own
candidates

for training purposes

Assessment approach used by the centre

SQA unit Assessment support package Media Assignment (National 4) Added
Value unit

Assessment judgement

In relation to the candidate evidence in this pack

Candidate 2 has achieved the unit because they have fully met all the
assessment standards.



Commentary on candidate
evidence

Outcome 1

1 Carry out an assignment which shows they can analyse and create
straightforward media content by:

1.1 Generating ideas in response to a brief

1.2 Researching and analysing media content relevant to the brief, using
appropriate key aspects of media literacy

1.3 Planning and creating media content, carrying out at least one specific
production role

1.4 Reflecting on the process and product



Candidate 2

Brief: Poster, horror

Assessment standard 1.1 commentary

This assessment standard has been met because the evidence, both written and
graphic, shows that at least three ideas are described and refer to content,
purpose and audience. There are three variations of poster design.

Assessment standard 1.2 commentary

This assessment standard has been met because there is detailed analysis
through the candidate’s own research. The candidate shows understanding of
codes appropriate to genre/form (representation, layout etc.), purpose and two
elements used to target audience. The evidence describes research of content
appropriate to categories, language, narrative and representation. Two purposes
are integrated into this as is the description of two audiences.

Assessment standard 1.3 commentary

This assessment standard has been met because the candidate presents some
detailed analysis of their content, explaining this in terms of how technical codes
are used to create meaning and how audiences are pleasured by the elements
used in this production, for example: red background make the audience think
there is going to be blood and danger which horror fans will like.

Further evidence is implicit in the end product, which contributes to
demonstrating the standard.

Assessment standard 1.4 commentary

This assessment standard has been met because reflection is clear and
accurate.



Candidate evidence



Candidate 2

MEDIA PRODUCTION ROLES

During your Media Assignment you will undertake at least three

production roles:
1. Camera Operator
2. Actor
3. Editor

To successfully fulfil these roles you must carry out 2 number of key

responsibilities.
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National 4 Media
Added Value Unit

Stage 1 — Planning and Research
First, agree your brief with your assessor. What kind of media content are you going to make? What will it be
about?

Include
®

What you are going to make (e.g poster, film, website, magazine article etc)
°

Your purpose (e.g to inform, entertain, shock)

e Your target audience (e.g males or females aged 14-18)
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Stage 2 - Analyse Content Relevant to the Brief

Look at other examples of media content that have similar content, audience and purpose.

Choose at |east one example of media content relevant to your brief — your assessor can help you to do
this. Then, to help you develop your ideas, analyse the content as follows:

a) Identify at least four technical or cultural codes that have been used and describe the effect they have.

b} Identify a purpese, and describe at least two things that have been done to achieve this purpose. (You
could think about the use of content, narrative and representation here.)

c) Identify the target audience and describe at least two things which have been included to appeal to this
audience. (You could think about the use of content, narrative and representation here.)

Use the space given to make notes:
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National 4: Analysing Media Content

This poster represents this film to be a horror film by the
setting and the props used in it such as the old dead tree,
all the misty land, the loop rope on the tree and the large
house in the bushes in the background. The image shows
the tree in the ground with the rope hanging from it and in Image removed for copyright
the shadow on the floor is the shadow of a figure hanging | reasons. Image of

The Conjuring film poster.
from the rope but this figure isn’t shown in the actual
photo showing the presence of the person still roams this
land, and in the shadow this figure is wearing a dress
suggesting that it is a female.

The tree that this woman has been hung from is shown to
tower over the house in the background showing that it is all linked together
and that maybe the presence that still roams the land still haunts the house
too.

The title is placed at the top of the page in the middle and all the information is
at the bottom left of the page. The release date is also on the poster, so people
know when the film will be out.

b) The purpose is to get people to go and see the film. One of the things that
have been done is at the top it shows you that the makers also created Saw
and [nsidious. This is to let fans know that the conjuring is their new film so
they will go and see it. The image of the shadow underneath the rope creates
an enigma. People will want to go see the film to find out what happened to
the person.

c) The target audience is horror fans. They would like the idea of death
because someone has died at the tree and this might be quite scary. They
would also like the house in the picture because it looks like a traditional
haunted house because of the mist.
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Stage 3 — Plan Your Media Content

You now need finalise your plans before you start to make your content.

You need to think about any institutional factors that might affect your plans. Institutional factors can give you
opportunities to take ideas forward, or can make it difficult to do some things, meaning that you have to
change your plans. Institutional factors can include:

¢+ Equipment ¢+ Resources ¢ People ¢ Time
¢ Your skills ¢ Budget ¢ Generallaws ¢ Copyright
¢+ School or ¢ Codes of ¢ Industry ¢ Other
college rules practice regulations relevant
factors

a) Choose two of the Institutional factors above and for each:

L Describe how it might affect your plans,
ii. Describe what you will do as a resuit of this.

b) Now complete your plans. Remember to bear in mind that you are trying to achieve a purpose and
have a particular target audience.

Your plans could be written, or might be in the form of notes, sketches or diagrams, for example, or a
mixture of all of these. The important thing Is that you have a clear plan of what you are going to do,
and that your assessor can understand it. Include all of the following information:

i. Your content.
il. The technical/cultural codes you will use.
lil. The equipment and resources you need.
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Stage 4 — Make your Media Content

As with the other stages of the assessment, you are expected to work on your own to do
this. However, if there is a part of your content that needs more than one person, you can
get help from others. You need to get permission from your assessor first.

if you do need help from others, make sure that you give them clear instructions about what
you want them to do, and remember this is your work, s0 you must make the decisions
about what to do yourself.

Before you make your content, get organised. Make sure you know how to get the resources
and equipment you need. Plan your time carefully and make a production schedule if it will
help.
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Stage 5 - Review
Once you have made your media content, complete the following.
a) During this media assignment you have

+ generated ideas
¢ analysed content relevant to the brief
+ planned and made media content

. Pick one of the above that you were good at. Describe one way in which you
were good at this.
o Pick one of the above that you could be better at. Describe one way in which

you could be better at this.
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Name:

b) Your final media content:

uses media codes
tries to achieve a particular purpose
targets a particular audience

i.  Pick one of the above that you think your media content does well. Describe one way that it

does this.
ii.  Pick one of the above that you think your media content could do better. Describe one way

that it could do this.
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